
 
 

 

 
 

Called & Gifted Workshop Coming to  
Our Lady of Peace Parish 

 
Dear St. Mary School Parents/Guardians, 
 
I am very excited to share with you an upcoming moment of growth and transformation in the life of Our Lady of 
Peace Parish (OLOPP).   This May we will begin a period of discernment to help us better use God's gifts in our 
parish.  Called & Gifted is a nationally-renowned three-part process to help people discern their charisms - gifts of 
the Holy Spirit that are primarily given to us for others' benefit.   
 
When we spend our time using our charisms (as opposed to other gifts or skills) a few things start to happen.  Instead 
of "1% of Catholics doing 90% of the work," we learn to share responsibility for the Church’s mission.  Burnout is less 
likely, too, because we're not constantly spending our own energy, but God is really flowing through us.  Finally - and 
here's where we should all get really excited - whenever we use our charisms, we provide opportunities for others to 
encounter our risen Lord, opportunities for evangelization. When you and I use mere skills, on the other hand, we are 
mostly helping people to encounter ourselves.  
 
On May 15 and 16, in Assumption Hall, a seminar will be presented, including the opportunity to take a "spiritual gifts 
inventory" which suggests what charisms we each might have.  That's part one.  Later on, part two is an hour-long 
phone interview to discern more clearly and discuss the specific charisms the person might have.  Part three involves 
meeting in small groups while we carry out "experiments" to further discern which charisms we each might have.  For 
example, if you think you have a charism of teaching, try to teach for a while and see how it goes!  Attending the 
workshop does not imply an ongoing commitment to parts two and three, but we hope that many continue through 
the whole program. 
 
Many of us at OLOPP are already very excited about this process.  Fr. Chris has used Called & Gifted in the past, before 
he came to OLOPP, with great success. St. Mary’s School, a mission of Our Lady of Peace Parish, is one of the largest 
ministries we have.  As you well know, our St. Mary’s School community would grind to a halt without so many parents 
and other family members and friends volunteering to share the gifts they already know they have.  Mrs. Mancuso is 
looking forward to seeing how this already generous use of gifts could be honed and strengthened. Likewise, when we 
think about the other ministries at OLOPP, we can imagine that Called & Gifted has the potential to benefit every 
single ministry and individual in the parish.   It will be thrilling to see people better realize their place in our many 
parish ministries and school activities.  However, chances are that most of the charisms God has given us are for our 
everyday lives outside of Church, and discerning your charisms will help you to know and follow God’s will in your 
families, careers, and pastimes.   

We already have so much going for us, and Called & Gifted is an opportunity for Our Lady of Peace to live up to 
our awesome reputation, thereby giving thanks and glory to God.  We would love for as many of our St. Mary’s 
School families – whether parishioners of OLOPP or another parish – to have this life-changing opportunity.  Please 
let Jackie or me know if you have any questions.  I am very much looking forward to taking this next step in the life 
of our parish together with you! 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Fr. Mohan 
Parochial Vicar 
Our Lady of Peace Parish 
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