Dear Parents/Guardians of Students in Grades 1 – 5:
We are excited to announce we are offering another
3-2-1 Blast Off! Science Explorers club on Tuesdays
from 2:45 to 4:00pm starting March 7, 2017.
The dates are: March 7, 14, 21, 28, April 4.

Science Explorers is contacting the families that are on
the wait list for the Wednesday class, but you can also
register for this new club online
at ScienceExplorers.com
Here is a description of this program:

Blast off to an out of this world adventure! Reach for
the stars as you investigate space and the final
frontier. Launch a superfast film canister rocket,
construct a telescope, and take on an astronaut
challenge. See what exciting and explosive adventures
await as you soar towards fun!
Thank you for your support of science!

SPORTS NEWS
Thank you to all the students and
th
parents in intramural, 4 grade, JV,
and Varsity Basketball that helped
make this season a success!
Thank you to our dedicated coaches
who shared their time and talents
teaching the boys and girls.
Congratulations to the JV girls,
Varsity A, and Varsity B boys for
winning the GCCAL championships
at Gloucester Catholic High School.

Science Exhibit Reminder

All students participating in the Science Fair must
hand in the yellow half sheet REMINDER paper by
tomorrow in order to participate.
The Science Exhibit and certificate presentation
will be held on March 22, 2017 from 6:30-8:00 in
Assumption Hall. Please come out and support the
students who have chosen to participate.

TICKETS ARE NOW AVAILABLE FOR

Presentation offered by the students of St. Mary School
Music by Alan Menken
Lyrics by Howard Ashman and Tim Rice
Book by Linda Woolverton
A part of the BROADWAY JUNIOR COLLECTION

March 17th and March 18th
at 7:00 pm
in Assumption Hall
Refreshments will be available during intermission
Please complete and return the form below. Tickets purchased before the night
of the show will be $8.00 for an adult and $5.00 for a child

TICKETS SOLD AT THE DOOR WILL BE
$10.00 FOR AN ADULT AND $7.00 FOR A CHILD
………………………………………………………………………………………………
Name ______________________________________ Class ____________ A B
Quantity (Friday, 3/17) ___________

Adults: _________

Children _________

Quantity (Saturday, 3/18) __________

Adults: _________

Children _________

SMS Garden Club
Garden Club is in need of Adult Helpers,
and Gardeners!
We are seeking parents and grandparents who would like to join our club & committee by
helping with gardening lessons and working with students! Helpers can sign up on a rotating
basis. Help is needed on Tuesdays from 2:45 p.m. to 4 p.m. Bi-weekly or monthly or as much
as you are able to do! No experience necessary, but we would love to hear from parents who
have skills to share!
Spring Garden Club will meet on Tuesday’s beginning in
late March. More information to follow.

All volunteers are asked to attend a volunteer meeting
on Tuesday, March 14th after school in the Science
Lab. Please come in through the Main Office.
We need additional volunteers
so we can keep our wonderful Garden Club going!
Please fill out and return the slip below.
Yes, I would like volunteer to help at Garden Club:
Name(s):
Phone __________________________________________________________
Email Address

__________________________________________________

I will attend the meeting on Tuesday, March 14th
I can’t attend the meeting, but want to help.

SMS
Garden Club
First meetings for Spring:

“Jenny’s Garden”
Our school garden was made possible by
contributions from families in memory
of Jennifer Lowry. Jennifer’s service and
dedication to her children and our
school will be remembered by all who
tend this garden and sit on the
memorial bench at this site.
If you’d like to donate to this project or
serve on the garden committee, we
welcome the help and contributions.
The mission of Jenny’s Garden is to
nurture an appreciation of God's
creation as stewards of the
land, enhance classroom lessons in
science and health by growing a
sustainable organic vegetable garden and
in time, contribute to our community by
sharing fresh vegetables to those in need
through our parish food pantry, which
helps more than 80 families weekly.

4th- to 8th-graders: Tuesday, March 21st until 4 p.m.
1st to 3rd-graders: Tuesday, March 28th until 4 p.m.

Need change of clothes, Signed permission slip

The Garden Club will begin to meet again in March. Any
students in grades 1-8 interested in joining are welcome. Please
send in $10.00 and the permission form below. We will adjust
the groups and frequency of meetings if necessary. If your child
was involved in the Fall they DO NOT need to register and pay
the $10.00 fee.

————————————————————————————————————————————————————GARDEN CLUB PERMISSION SLIP
My son/daughter _____________________________________ has permission to participate in the after school Garden Club.
Student Name(s): ________________________________

Grade _______

Parent Signature: ______________________________

Date: ________

Parent Email: _________________________________
Emergency Contact name and number: __________________________________________________
Cell # for person most likely to pick up student: ____________________________________________
Allergies or special instructions ___________________________________________________

St. Mary School and our Grandparent’s Club Presents…

CANDY BAR BINGO
WHEN: Friday, March 31, 2017
6 p.m. --Doors Open
6:30 p.m.-Bingo Begins
WHERE: Assumption Hall (the gym)
WHO: St. Mary School students and their grandparents (or adult special person)
COST:
$5.00/ Adults
$2.00/students

$6.00 at the door
$3.00 at the door

Admission includes: 10 games/1 card per game. Additional cards will be available for purchase
Pizza, drinks and desserts will also be on sale.
All proceeds to benefit St. Mary School Annual Fund
For more information or to get on our grandparent email/mailing list, please contact
Christine Galindo at 856-218-2946 or chrissyg19@verizon.net

ADVANCE TICKET PURCHASE
To purchase tickets in advance, please return this form with your payment by Wednesday, March 29th.
Names will be at the door. NO tickets will go home.
Student/s Name:_____________________________________
Homeroom/s: __________________
Grandparent/Special Person Name/s:_____________________________________________________
_____________ # of Adult Tickets X $5.00 each
_____________ # of Student/s Tickets X $2.00 each

Amount: $____________
Amount: $____________

_____________ Advance order for a whole pizza $10.00 each pie:
______________ # of pies X $10.00 each pie
Amount: $________________
Please make checks payable to St. Mary School. Please send in the money for the pizza SEPARATELY
from the ticket money and CASH ONLY for the pizza money.
Total Amount enclosed:______________________________

THANK YOU!

Check or Cash

NO REFUNDS

Dear Parents and Guardians,
From March 6, 2017 to March 10, 2017, students in grades 3-7 will take the Iowa Assessments™. The purpose of
this letter is to inform you about the tests so that—with your support and encouragement—your student will do
his or her best on the tests.
About the Iowa Assessments
The Iowa Assessments help determine how students are performing on nationwide standards. These assessments
measure achievement in several important content areas including Reading, English Language Arts, Mathematics,
Science, and Social Studies. The exact tests that your student takes will depend on his or her grade level.
The Iowa Assessments help teachers identify a student’s strengths and areas that may need additional emphasis.
The Iowa Assessments also measure student growth and progress in the content areas assessed from year to year
and may provide information about college readiness for older students. The assessments produce information
that enables sound decision making and provides a focus for teachers to evaluate instruction.
Each test includes sample questions to help students become familiar with the content and format of the tests.
Samples help students understand what to do—how to mark answers and move from question to question.
For most tests, students read the questions and mark their answers by filling in a circle for each question. All test
questions are multiple choice, and the tests last about 10 to 35 minutes.
How your student can prepare for test taking—and what you can do to help
A student who is well rested, well fed and has a positive attitude about testing is best prepared for testing. You can
help your student do his or her best by considering these tips:
•

Make sure that your student is in school and on time on test days. Reschedule dentist appointments and
other out-of-school time on non-testing days.

•

Make sure your student gets a good night’s sleep and eats a healthy breakfast before each day of testing.

•

Remind your student that these tests are only one measure of what he or she has learned. Emphasize that
you have confidence in his or her ability to do the best job possible.

•

Remind your student to listen to the directions and read each question carefully during testing. Encourage
your student to ask the teacher for help if he or she does not understand the directions.

Score reporting and how we use test results
The school will receive test scores in about 6 weeks. These scores will indicate how your student performed on the
tests compared with students across the nation in the same grade. Discuss the test results with your student, and
if you have any questions, contact your student’s classroom teacher. St. Mary School uses test results to measure
individual student growth from year to year and to monitor the progress of class groups.
Thank you very much for encouraging and supporting your student during testing. If you have any questions or
concerns, please contact me.
Sincerely,
Mrs. Patricia Mancuso
Principal

The stores are starting to
put out their warmer weather things, but it sure doesn’t
feel like spring- especially to those who don’t have a
warm house to go home to.
In this month of Valentines, hearts, and love, let us
show how warm our hearts are by helping those less
fortunate. Spring may be on our minds, but it is not
showing on the thermometer.
The Ministry of Student Leadership is organizing
"Operation Warm Hands, Warm Hearts". We are
collecting cold weather clothing (mittens, gloves,
hats, scarves, and especially SOCKS...) Blankets are
also welcome and very much appreciated.
We will keep collecting until the first day of Spring.
(March 21st)
Thanks for your help, Mrs. Cole, Miss Gettings,
Mrs. Huttemann, and
the Ministry of Student Leadership

Our Lady of Peace
5th Annual Adopt-A-Shrine Ministry
Spaghetti Dinner
Saturday, March 4, 2017
2:30 pm—6:00 pm
Place: Marian Hall & Assumption Hall
Donations accepted—proceeds will be used to maintain
Parish Shrines.
Advance Sales : Adults $6 Children Ages 3-13 $5
Day of Event : Adults $7 Children Ages 3-13 $6
Children under 3—eat Free!! (Eat In Only).
Advance tickets can be purchased at the Parish Office
856-629-6142
Tickets will also be available to purchase before and after
masses up to February 26th.
Thank you for your support!
Deacon John Kacy and The Adopt a Shrine Ministry

COME TAKE YOUR CHANCES
AT

SAINT MARY SCHOOL CASINO NIGHT / AUCTION DINNER

ASSUMPTION HALL
SATURDAY, March 25, 2017
7-11 PM
TICKETS: $45 per person
Includes: Buffet Dinner, Soda, Hot Beverages, Dessert & $500.00 Casino Chips

BYOB
Please complete the reservation form below and return to school in an envelope marked

“Auction Tickets” All tickets need to be requested on or before 3/22/17
Name:______________________________ Classroom: ____________________
Number of Tickets:____________________ Amount Enclosed: ______________
Phone # _____________________________ (checks payable to Saint Mary School PTA)
Tickets may be purchased individually or by tables of 8, 10 or 12
Tables will be reserved for parties of 8 on first come first serve basis
Tables seating 10 or 12 are limited & will also be reserved on first come first serve basis
Other seating will be on a first come first serve basis
Questions Contact: Dana Elentrio
Teecee1031@aol.com or 856-237-6542

If you or anyone you know would like to be a
TABLE SPONSOR
at
SAINT MARY SCHOOL
2017 CASINO NIGHT/AUCTION DINNER

Please fill out the form below and send into school to the attention of SMS PTA

Your name/business will be prominently displayed at one of our casino tables
Cost $200.00 per table
Deadline March 20, 2017

Table Sponsor Form
Business Name _______________________________________________
Contact Person _______________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________
City ___________________________ State ________________________
Contact Number ______________________________________________
Amount Enclosed __________(checks payable to Saint Mary School PTA)
Message ____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

Attach message, photo or advertisement to this form.

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR CHILDREN AT SAINT MARY SCHOOL

Dear Parents and Friends of St. Mary School:
Our Casino Night/Auction Committee is currently collecting prizes and donations for our
event to be held on Saturday, March 25, 2017 at St. Mary School in Williamstown, NJ.
We would greatly appreciate any contributions that you and/or your business can
donate. The Casino Night/Auction has various levels of prizes, from gift certificates to
vacations, so no prize is too small or too large! We gladly accept gift cards and
monetary donations that the committee will use to purchase prizes.

Please send or drop off your contributions to the school office by Friday, March 17,
2017. If necessary, arrangements can be made to have your donations picked up by a
member of the committee.

It is only through the generous participation of the parents, families and friends of St.
Mary School that we are able to make this wonderful fundraiser a success. We thank
you most sincerely for your donations.

Please attach the slip below with your donations.

Prize: _____________________________________________________
Monetary/Gift Card Contribution: $___________

Name: _____________________________________________________
Classroom: _________

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING ST. MARY SCHOOL

Casino Night Quick Reference Sheet
Upon entering, you will use your ticket to receive $500.00 in casino chips.
This evening’s games will include:
BLACKJACK

CRAPS

ROULETTE

BIG WHEEL

POKER

Additional gaming chips may be purchased at the bank at the following ratios:
Donate: $15.00 and receive $1,000.00 in casino chips
Donate: $25.00 and receive $2,000.00 in casino chips
Donate: $50.00 and receive $5,000.00 in casino chips
The bank will be accepting Cash & Checks. Please make checks payable to Saint
Mary School PTA.
NO CHIPS WILL BE EXCHANGED FOR CASH! CASINO CHIPS WILL BE
EXCHANGED FOR AUCTION SHEETS.
AUCTION SHEETS WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE WITH CASINO
CHIPS THAT EVENING ONLY.
When finished playing, exchange your chips in at the bank. For every $1,000.00 in
chips you will receive 1 Auction Sheet.
THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR SUPPORT & GENEROUS DONATIONS.
SINCERELY, SAINT MARY SCHOOL PTA BOARD

The Oﬃce of Vocations & The Knights of Columbus Present

SUNDAY
APRIL 30TH

1 PM MASS | 3PM RACE

Williamstown

High/Middle
School Complex

Sign Up on:
CamdenPriest.Org

iRace4Vocations

Help obtain safe rides to school for
Catholic school children
Problem
1. Current Catholic school students can only obtain a ride to school for a maximum
of $884 per student.
2. Many bus companies and school districts are unwilling/unable to transport
students at the $884 rate.
3. The ceiling should match cost of living increases, which has not happened since
the 2007-2008 school year.

What can you do?
Ask Governor to increase funding for nonpublic school transportation in his Fiscal
Year 2017 Budget. If your family has been affected by this problem, or you know of
families who have, tell the Governor the details. Even if the bussing problem does not
apply to you, but you believe in Catholic education, please contact Governor Christie.

How can you contact Governor Christie?
Call:

609-292-6000

Email:

http://nj.gov/governor/contact/

Write:

The Honorable Christopher Christie
Governor of New Jersey
PO Box 001
Trenton, NJ 08625

Use the NJCC automated Voter Voice system:

http://njcatholic.org/faith-in-action

DIOCESE OF CAMDEN
Office of Child and Youth Protection
We can be sure that we love God’s children when we love God and do what He has commanded. 1 John 5:2

The Office of Child and Youth Protection is announcing CAP (Child Assault Prevention) sessions. CAP
is the safe environment training program for adults who have regular contact with minors. Attendance is
required in order to comply with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.
The policy of the Diocese of Camden is that adults will attend CAP once every five years.
CAP 1 teaches attendees to recognize child abuse and neglect and how to report to the proper
authorities. Adults are taught that children have the right to be safe, strong and free. CAP 1 is for new
volunteers and employees.
CAP 2 is called CAP’s Bullying Prevention Program and is a workshop addressing bullying awareness
and bullying prevention. Cyber-bullying is also presented.
CAP 3 is called Cyber-Empowerment and is a workshop which promotes adults understanding of cyber
activity of youth while teaching them realistic ways to help children keep their own rights and guard the
rights of others in the cyber-sphere.
Each presentation is 90 minutes.
Adults who are new employees or volunteers should attend CAP 1 before attending CAP 2 or CAP 3.
After five years, adults have the option of attending CAP 1, 2 or 3 when they renew their CAP.
The following sessions will be offered in March 2017:
CAP Phase 1
Monday, March 6th
Monday, March 6th
español
Tuesday, March 14th

7PM
7PM
7PM

CAP Phase 2
Monday, March 13th
Monday, March 13th
español
CAP Phase 3

Tuesday, March 7th

Holy Cross: 46 Central Ave. Bridgeton
(St Teresa rectory)
Holy Cross: 46 Central Ave. Bridgeton
(St Teresa rectory)
Holy Spirit: 17 Earlington Ave. Mullica Hill

7PM

Holy Cross: 46 Central Ave. Bridgeton
(St Teresa rectory)
Holy Cross: 46 Central Ave. Bridgeton
(St Teresa rectory)

7PM

Guardian Angels: 717 Beacon Ave. Paulsboro

7PM

To attend one of these classes, please call the CAP REGISTRATION LINE at the Office of Child and
Youth Protection: (856)583-6165, or contact Maryellen Schell at
maryellen.schell@camdendiocese.org. Please leave your name and the session date you plan to
attend. You will not receive a call back. We ask that you register at least five days before the session you
would like to attend.
The CAP schedule, location, phone numbers and directions may be found on the Diocesan website
www.camdendiocese.org/cyp.
IN CASE OF INCLEMENT WEATHER PLEASE CALL THE LOCATION DIRECTLY

631 Market Street, Camden, NJ 08102 ● (856) 583-6115 (phone) ● (856) 583-1045 (fax) ● www.camdendiocese.org

