
 

 

You have started to see Catholic Strong lawn signs around our Church, and Catholic 

Strong banners in the back of Church.  You may have also seen information about 

Catholic Strong in the Star Herald.  

1.  What is the Catholic Strong campaign? 

Catholic Strong, the campaign for the Catholic Community of South Jersey, is an effort 

to raise a minimum of $50 million in gifts and pledges.  70% of all dollars collected up 

to our parish’s goal (to be announced in September) will be used to support the 

exclusive needs of Our Lady of Peace.  Every parish in our Diocese has been assigned 

a financial target to reach in order to meet both the needs of the parish and specific 

needs of the Diocese, which will be funded with the remaining 30% raised.  The needs 

being addressed through the campaign of both the Diocese and parish are 

extraordinary needs beyond those supported on an annual basis by parish offertory 

giving or the House of Charity. 

2.  When will we know how Our Lady of Peace plans to spend the gifts and 

pledges it receives?   

That information will also be announced in September.   

3.  Why do we need a major fund raising campaign? 

At the time of the mergers and consolidations of parishes in the Diocese, it was believed 

that the majority of our parishes, because of efficiencies of right-sizing and the sale of 

property, would become operationally stable and prepared to meet ongoing physical 

plant and maintenance needs.  Unfortunately, as a result of various economic realities, 

many parishes in the Diocese have been struggling financially.  Most are able to meet 

day-to-day operational expenses, but few are ready to deal with major physical plant 

needs.   

4.  Who will be asked to support the Catholic Strong Campaign?  

Each parish family will be asked to consider making a sacrificial gift to the campaign.  

This campaign is being conducted in a phased approach so that each parishioner/family 

will be reached in the appropriate time and manner. 

5.  What is the timeframe for the campaign? 

Our parish’s campaign will officially begin with “Kickoff Weekend” at all masses on 

September 15-16.  

 



6.  Will the House of Charity continue? 

Yes.  The House of Charity is vital to continue funding the day-to-day work of the 

ministries of the Diocese.   

     Catholic Strong, the campaign for the Catholic Community of South Jersey, is an 

effort to raise a minimum of $50 million in gifts and pledges.  70% of all dollars 

collected up to our parish’s goal (to be announced in September) will be used to 

support the exclusive needs of Our Lady of Peace.  Every parish in our Diocese has 

been assigned a financial target to reach in order to meet both the needs of their parish 

and specific needs of the Diocese, which will be funded with the remaining 30% raised.   

Last week’s bulletin may have answered some of your questions.  

Here are some additional questions about the campaign: 

1.  Will we hear information about the campaign, aside from the bulletin? 

Yes.  At all masses on “”Kickoff Weekend” (September 15-16), there will be a brief (6 

minute) video from Bishop Sullivan. Father Mazz will also speak briefly at all the masses 

to provide additional information.   

2.  How is this campaign different from the House of Charity?    

This campaign is a response to the extraordinary needs of our parish and the Diocese, 

while the House of Charity helps fund the ongoing operating expenses/programs of the 

Diocese.  

3.  How will the campaign affect our offertory collection? 

Our parish, like others in the Diocese, relies on its offertory collections to address day-

to-day expenses of our Church/Parish Center, School, and the many ministries we offer 

for our parishioners.  Throughout the campaign, parishioners will be asked not to 

diminish their regular offertory giving or their annual gift to the House of Charity.  

Parishioners are encouraged to continue to embrace stewardship as a way of life.   

4.  How is the financial target for our parish being set? 

Each parish target is being set at 1.35 times the average ordinary income from a recent 

2-3 year period.    

5. How will our parish benefit from this campaign? 

As noted above, each parish will receive 70% of the funds collected up to its goal.  

Parishes that exceed their target will receive 80% of the funds collected above their 

target.  Funds collected will be dispersed every six (6) months to both a parish’s deposit 

and loan fund, and diocesan case components.   

6.  How will our parish specifically use the gifts and pledges it receives, and how 

was that determined?    

That information will be provided at all masses on the weekend of September 29-30.    

 



We will continue to update you on our Catholic Strong Campaign in the parish 

bulletin, our parish and school websites and Facebook pages. 

 

 

 

 


