
8th Grade Summer Reading Assignment 

(To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee and 

The Giver by Lois Lowry) 
This year students will be responsible for reading two books along with the following assignments.  

Both assignments will be due by September 1st.  This will be before the first day of school. Each 

assignment will be submitted on Schoology. Each book assignment will be counted as a test grade for 

the first marking period.  Please submit the assignment as either a word document (.doc) file or as a 

rich text format (.rtf) file I cannot open pages.  In addition, students should be prepared for a 

comprehension test on each book and be prepared to discuss each book together when we return to 

school.  Students may submit the assignments separately. For example, if a student wants to read The 

Giver first then they may do the assignment and submit it when completed.   

 

Schoology Code NXCK-22JZ-XBN84 
 

To Kill a Mockingbird Summer Reading Assignment 
Part A. 
Below is a list of vocabulary words from each section that you may be 
unfamiliar with when reading.  Please write the definition of each word. 
 
Section 1 (Chapters 1-5) 
malevolent, edification, predilection, iniquities, beadle, contentious, nebulous 
 
Section 2 (Chapters 6-11) 
 
hookah, palliation, passé, morphodite, apoplectic, trousseau, undulate, analogous 
 
Section 3 (Chapters 12-17) 
 
habiliment, rotogravure, uncouth, acrimonious, elucidate, acquiescence 
 
Section 4 (Chapters 18-24) 
 
temerity, volition, duress, browbeat, expunge, sibilant, unmitigated 
 
Section 5 (Chapters 25-31) 
 
ascertain, recluse, lichen, spurious, pinion, purloin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Part B. 
Respond in complete sentences to the questions for each section. Be sure to 
write the title of the section above your answers.  
 
Section 1 (Chapters 1-5) 
1. What does Scout mean when she says Mr. Radley “bought cotton”? 
2. Why does Miss Caroline not want Scout’s father to teach her to read? 
3. Describe Walter Cunningham and his family. 
4. How does Dill arrive from Meridian his second summer in Maycomb? 
5. Who are Scout and Jem’s parents? 
6. Why does Scout describe Walter Cunningham’s life situation to her teacher? 
7. What do Jem and Scout think of the things they find in the knothole of the tree? 
8. Why do the people of Maycomb dislike the Radleys? 
9. What’s a “hot steam”? 
10. Who is Miss Maudie? 
 
Section 2 (Chapters 6-11) 
1. Why do the children want to peek into the Radley’s window? 
2.What strange thing becomes apparent when Jem goes to retrieve his pants? 
3. How does Scout come to find a blanket around her shoulders after watching Miss 
Maudie’s house burn? 
4. Describe Tom Robinson and Atticus’ relationship to him. 
5. How does Atticus feel children’s questions should be answered? Give an example. 
6. Why does Atticus say, “It is a sin to kill a mockingbird,” and what does he mean by 
it? 
7. How does Calpurnia handle the situation when she sees the dog coming down the 
street? 
8. Why does Atticus believe Mrs. Dubose has courage? 
9. Describe about the local response to Atticus’ decision to defend Tom Robinson. 
(Be sure to include the incidents involving the children at school) 
 
Section 3 (Chapters 12-17) 
1. How does Calpurnia make the children dress when she takes them to church? 
2. Why do the men take off their hats and the women act respectfully when Jem and 
Scout walk into the black church with Calpurnia? 
3. How does Calpurnia’s son learn to read? 
4. With what is Aunt Alexandria most preoccupied? 
5. Who is under Scout’s bed, how and why is that person there? 
6. What does Mr. Sam Levy tell the Ku Klux Klan when they parade past his house? 
7. Why does Atticus sit outside the jail, and what happens? 
8. To what does Atticus compare the men who come to the jail and why? 
9. Where do the children go to watch Tom Robinson’s trial and with whom? 
10. Write one simile and one metaphor used in this section. 
 
 



 
 
Section 4 (Chapters 18-24) 
1. What does Mayella think of Atticus? 
2. How does Mayella respond when Atticus asks her if she loves her father? 
3. Why does Atticus think Tom Robinson could not have beaten Mayella as she says 
she did? 
4. What big mistake does Tom Robinson make during his testimony? 
5. How do the children learn about Mr. Dolphus Raymond are not what they think he 
is? 
6. When and how does Atticus learn the children were in the courtroom? 
7. What is Jem’s reaction to the jury’s verdict? 
8. What does Atticus do when Robert Ewell spits in his face and threatens to kill 
him? 
9. How do the people in the balcony honor Atticus as he is walking out of the 
courtroom door? 
10. What do the black people of Maycomb send Atticus and why? 
 
Section 5 (Chapters 25-31) 
1. What does Link Deas do when he learns that Helen Robinson is walking a mile out 
of her way to go to work each day? 
2. What character does Scout play in the school pageant? 
3. On what does Scout “squander” her thirty cents? 
4. Why can’t Scout change back into her clothes on the way home? 
5. Who does Mr. Heck Tate find under a tree, and what is wrong with him? 
6. How does Scout learn who her protector had been? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The Giver Summer Reading Assignment 
Part A. 

Below is a list of vocabulary words from each section that you may be 
unfamiliar with when reading.  Please write the definition of each word. 
 
Section 1 (Chapters 1-5) 
palpable, chastise, chortled, transgression, nondescript 
 
Section 2 (Chapters 6-10) 
relinquish, prestige, acquisition, indolence, benign, crescendo 
 
Section 3 (Chapters 11-15) 
assuage, hueless, admonition, sinuous, carnage 
 
Section 4 (Chapters 16-19) 
luxuriating, obsolete, pervaded, hearth 
 
 
Section 5 (Chapters 20-23) 
 augmented, lethargy, perils, solace, languid 
 

Part B. 

Respond in complete sentences to the questions for each section. Be 

sure to write the title of the section above your answers.  

 
Section 1 (Chapters 1-5) 

1. Who is the main character of the story? 
2. What does being “released” from the community mean? 
3. What was a ritual that occurred in the evening at Jonas’s home? 
4. What was the word “animal” used to describe in the community? 
5. What is Jonas’s father’s title? 
6. What were the two occasions of release, which were not punishment? 
7. What job did Jonas’s mother have? 
8. List four rules that everyone in the community must follow 
9.What is the name assigned to number thirty-six according to Jonas’s father? 
10. At what age do children in the community receive a bicycle? 
11. Who is the Receiver? 
12. What was the last and most important of the ceremonies? 
 
 
 



 
 
Section 2 (Chapters 6-10) 
1. Why is the community going to the auditorium? 
2. What is the significance of the “Ceremonies”? 
3. What happens at the Ceremony of One? 
4. What will Lily receive at the Ceremony of Eight? 
5. What important object do Nines receive at their Ceremony? What does receiving 
this object mean? 
6. How are the family units created in the community? 
7. How does the family unit receive their children? 
8. What story does Asher tell Jonas? 
9. What are the responsibilities of the Committee of Elders? 
 
Section 3 (Chapters 11-15) 
1. What are some things Jonas begins to perceive and eventually begins to “see”? 
2. How does The Giver feel after he transmits the first memory? 
3. What does Jonas learn about climate control? 
4. What does Jonas learn he is seeing in the apple, Fiona’s hair, the faces in the 
crowd, and in the sled? 
5. When Jonas learns all about colors, he claims, “it isn’t fair that nothing has color.” 
Why does he say this? 
6. From what are the people in the community being protected by not having to 
make choices? 
7. What memory worse than “sunburn” does The Giver transmit to Jonas? 
8. The Giver explains to Jonas that he will gain something by being the holder of 
memories. What will Jonas gain? 
9. Why does the Giver ask Jonas for forgiveness? 
 
Section 4 (Chapters 16-19) 
1. After the memory of war. The Giver is gentle with Jonas, giving him tidbits of 
happy memories.  What are some of these memories? 
2. What is The Giver’s favorite memory? 
3. Where does Jonas learn he can find the names of his parents’ parents? 
4. Why doesn’t Jonas want to play the “good guys/bad guys” game anymore? 
5. What feelings does Jonas experience when he is given the holiday celebration 
memory? 
6. Twins are not acceptable in the community. Why? What determines their fate? 
7. Who was Rosemary? Why did she ask the Chief Elder for release? 
8. After Rosemary’s “Release,” what happened to the community? 
9. What does Jonas learn about what happens during a “Release”? 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Section 5 (Chapters 20-23) 
1. What does Jonas learn about what happens to the Old? 
2. Jonas and The Giver decide that things have to change, so they think of a plan.  
Explain their plan. 
3. Why will The Giver not go with Jonas? 
4. What does Jonas want The Giver to keep for himself? 
5. What things does The Giver transmit to Jonas to help him on his journey? 
6. Who do we find out Rosemary really is? 
7. Who does Jonas take with him as he escapes? 
8. What probably would have happened to Gabe if he had stayed in the community? 
9. What are some of the new and good experiences Jonas and Gabe have on their 
journey? 
10. What happens to Jonas and Gabe at the end of the story? 
 

Happy Reading!!  


